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		Stories
			
					Kauffman’s Currents features stories and insights that underscore the essential role of education and entrepreneurship in empowering all people to shape their futures, create vibrant communities, and grow an inclusive economy.
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							Kauffman Foundation introduces three new leadership roles						
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							Region's employers, educators supporting workforce development recognized at Real World Learning event						
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							Kauffman CEO and chief of staff visit the White House to discuss women mentoring women						

											
						January 24, 2024					

				

			
		

		


	Work With Us
			
					Our Approach



		[image: Two racially diverse Amplify attendees sit at a table, one holding pamphlets and the other taking notes.]ProgramOur approach is designed to benefit thousands of Black and Latino Kansas Citians by focusing on effective and equitable education and entrepreneurial opportunities for all.


	[image: Five racially diverse Amplify attendees sit around a table while a sixth stands holding a large sheet of paper with notes written on it.]Racial Equity, Diversity, & InclusionWe believe all people – regardless of their race, gender, or geography – should have the opportunity to share in America’s prosperity through success in their jobs and careers, as employees or entrepreneurs.


	[image: Attendees at the ESHIP Summit/Mayors Conference event]EvaluationLearning through measurement and evaluation helps us better support programs that improve education, boost entrepreneurship, and help Kansas City thrive.






		Conference Center
The Kauffman Foundation Conference Center is a nationally recognized convening site located adjacent to the Foundation offices in Kansas City.



		Visit the Conference Center
	




	Careers
Associates of the Kauffman Foundation work in partnership with people who share a passion for entrepreneurship and education.
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	About Us
			
					About Us
[image: About Us]It all starts with access to opportunity for people to improve their lives. Our grantmaking, research, programs, and initiatives support the start and growth of new businesses, a more prepared workforce, and stronger communities.
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	Our Campus
[image: Kauffman Foundation]Our campus in Kansas City, Missouri, includes the Foundation offices, Conference Center, Memorial Garden, and Legacy Park.



		Explore Our Campus
	




	Our People
[image: Kauffman Foundation associates]As associates at the Kauffman Foundation, we work to provide access to opportunities that help people achieve financial stability, upward mobility, and economic prosperity.
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	[image: What we created]
		
						What We Created
							
					Ecosystem builders drive long-term change by supporting innovation and entrepreneurship.				

					

	
	
		
			
They work for more innovation, more startups, and fewer barriers for the makers, the doers, and the dreamers.
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How do we bridge the gap between today’s world and a future with zero barriers for entrepreneurship and innovation? At the ESHIP Summit 2017, attendees visualized what a successful entrepreneurial ecosystem looks like and co-created the networks, frameworks, measures, and practices that will move us towards that future system.
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At the Summit, the Kauffman Foundation distributed a first draft of the Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Building Playbook and invited collaborators to share their insights, stories and constructive criticism. The long-term goal of the project is to create a simple, understandable, shareable guide for those who seek to foster entrepreneurship in their communities.





This playbook provides a general framework based on years of research and experience. However, it still needs validation from real practitioners in the field, practical stories of what has worked and what hasn’t, and your expert insights. Find the digital version of the playbook below and we encourage you to mark it up, add your insights and share your stories.





Visit the Playbook
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Welcome to 2025. Entrepreneur-led innovation has helped to reinvent society and shifted it from the Industrial Age to what is now commonly known as “The Interdependent Age.”





The Backcasting activity asked attendees to imagine the future in year 2050. Attendees put themselves into an imaginary scenario and were engaged in small group conversations.





Scenario: TIME Magazine has just named “The Entrepreneurs” as the Person of the Half-Century, as it was the entrepreneurs that created innovations and new ways to address our early 2000’s crisis in healthcare, energy, education, transportation, the threat of global terrorism and nuclear weapons, governance, transportation, climate change, water scarcity, and pulled us out of the Great Recession and through the transition from the Industrial Age into what is now commonly called “The Interdependent Age.” The world is flourishing, it is more just and equitable, thanks to so many entrepreneurs, building innovative ideas everywhere, to show us a better way and bringing our communities to life.





A reporter from TIME, calls you (the attendee) and wants to interview you about WHAT happened between 2017 and 2050 AND WHY what happened unleashed the entrepreneurial renaissance that brought about a fundamental remaking of human civilization—saving it from itself.





View the Assignment [PDF]
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One of the best ways to surface knowledge, build relationships and generate strong solutions is to collaborate in new ways with people who hold different points of view.





The ecosystem model building activity was a small group activity that challenged attendees to build a prototype of an entrepreneurial ecosystem. They were given an assortment of supplies and some guiding worksheets and then set to work.





Download the Assignment [PDF]
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What are ecosystem builders up to? Several ecosystem builders at the ESHIP Summit volunteered to showcase the projects, research, initiatives, and programs in their communities that help facilitate entrepreneurship.
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						Stay Connected

						Sign up for our best content straight to your inbox, and join the conversation on our social channels.
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				CAREERS
	CONFERENCE CENTER
	REDI
	REPORTS & BRIEFS
	SPEAKER INQUIRY


			
				
					Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation | Kauffman.org				
			
			
				
					© Copyright 2024 Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. All rights reserved.				

			

				Privacy Policy & Terms of Use
	Our Commitment to Ethics
	Governance & Financials


		

	

			
		






