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		Stories
			
					Kauffman’s Currents features stories and insights that underscore the essential role of education and entrepreneurship in empowering all people to shape their futures, create vibrant communities, and grow an inclusive economy.
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	Work With Us
			
					Our Approach



		ProgramOur approach is designed to benefit thousands of Black and Latino Kansas Citians by focusing on effective and equitable education and entrepreneurial opportunities for all.


	Racial Equity, Diversity, & InclusionWe believe all people – regardless of their race, gender, or geography – should have the opportunity to share in America’s prosperity through success in their jobs and careers, as employees or entrepreneurs.


	EvaluationLearning through measurement and evaluation helps us better support programs that improve education, boost entrepreneurship, and help Kansas City thrive.






		Conference Center
The Kauffman Foundation Conference Center is a nationally recognized convening site located adjacent to the Foundation offices in Kansas City.



		Visit the Conference Center
	




	Careers
Associates of the Kauffman Foundation work in partnership with people who share a passion for entrepreneurship and education.



		Explore Open Positions
	











	Grants
	About Us
			
					About Us
It all starts with access to opportunity for people to improve their lives. Our grantmaking, research, programs, and initiatives support the start and growth of new businesses, a more prepared workforce, and stronger communities.



		Learn More About Us
	




	Our Campus
Our campus in Kansas City, Missouri, includes the Foundation offices, Conference Center, Memorial Garden, and Legacy Park.



		Explore Our Campus
	




	Our People
As associates at the Kauffman Foundation, we work to provide access to opportunities that help people achieve financial stability, upward mobility, and economic prosperity.



		Get to Know Us
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Mayors Conference 2014-2020

The Kauffman Foundation’s annual Mayors Conference on Entrepreneurship brought mayors, entrepreneurs, and entrepreneurship experts together to discuss ways to promote startup activity and encourage higher levels of entrepreneurship in their cities.





Mayors and entrepreneurs collaborated and aligned their objectives, creating a new national community where the most difficult problems are addressed using the best aspects of public and private approach. This network exists and supports efforts beyond the events of the conference.
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In 2020, mayors and city officials from more than 70 communities participated in the Mayors Conference on Entrepreneurship in an online format. Focusing on working towards racial equity and systems change, the conference provided city leaders with 10 specific programs, policies, and practices that can help build inclusive economic development and strong entrepreneurial ecosystems.
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In 2018, more than 142 city officials, including 102 mayors, attended the Mayors Conference on Entrepreneurship in Kansas City, Missouri. Themes of this conference included:







	Mayors understanding their own data and economic metrics.





	Discovering innovative policies that improve economic outcomes.





	Implementing those policies within their unique cities.













Learn more about the 2018 Mayors Conference on Entrepreneurship >









	
					
				October 25-27, 2017			

							
				Zero Barriers. All Possibilities.			

				
			
											

		

	





Oakland, California | Hosted by Mayor Libby Schaaf










How can mayors work with entrepreneurs to strengthen cities? Mayors worked hands-on to create actionable plans to: 1) Build civic infrastructure by engaging startup businesses as problem-solvers; 2) Increase economic inclusion by growing entrepreneurial communities; and 3) Innovate municipal financing to create jobs in growing companies.





2017 Resources







	EIG Remarks at Kauffman Mayors Conference [PDF] >





	Journey Map [PNG] >





	Journey Map Take Away [PDF] >








	
		Civic Infrastructure Presentation
Civic Infrastructure – Scribing 01
Civic Infrastructure – Scribing 02
Expert Insights – John Lettieri – Scribing 01
Expert Insights – John Lettieri – Scribing 02
Equitable Economic Development Presentation
Equitable Economic Development – Scribing 01
Equitable Economic Development – Scribing 02
Municipal Finance Presentation
Municipal Finance – Scribing 01
Municipal Finance – Scribing 02
Successful Social Entrepreneurship
	







Download the 2017 Agenda [png]









	
					
				November 30-December 6, 2016			

							
				Diversifying Entrepreneurial Opportunity			

				
			
											

		

	





St. Petersburg, Florida | Hosted by Mayor Rick Kriseman










Creating a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem requires more than attracting young founders of high-tech startups. Like all healthy ecosystems, it takes variety to thrive. Entrepreneurs come in all stripes and so do their companies and industries. How can a city make entrepreneurial opportunities available to all?





2016 Resources







	A compilation of blog posts from Growthology.org [PDF] >





	No Bars: Unlocking the Economic Power of the Formerly Incarcerated [PDF] >





	Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Maturity and Momentum: The Important Role of Entrepreneur Development Organizations and their Activities [PDF] >





	Session 1: Inclusive Engagement in Your Ecosystem [JPEG] >





	Session 2: Firm Diversity – Vibrant Ecosystems Contain a Diversity of Firms [PDF] >





	Kauffman Compilation: Research on Race and Entrepreneurship >





	Including People of Color in the Promise of Entrepreneurship >





	How did Austin become the No. 1 entrepreneurial city in the United States? >





	One Year Later: Results from the Recipes for Growth City Challenge >





	Entrepreneur Development: The Key to Ecosystem Momentum and Maturity >





	Case Study: Montana >





	Policy Matchmaking >








Download the 2016 Agenda [PDF]









	
					
				October 6-8, 2015			

							
				Recipes for Growth			

				
			
											

		

	





Albuquerque, New Mexico | Hosted by Mayor Richard J. Berry










Universities, federal research laboratories, industry-leading firms, startup capital, the built environment, and philanthropy are often considered necessary ingredients for generating innovation and entrepreneurship. Do these ingredients yield new and growing firms in cities? How can these ingredients mix together to create a real recipe for entrepreneurial growth?





2015 Resources







	2015 EMKF Entrepreneurial Ecosystem [PDF] >





	2015 EMKF Understanding Entrepreneurship [PDF] >





	2015 Mayors Conference [PDF] >





	Beyond Metropolitan Startup Rates [PDF] >





	Dos and Don’ts ESHIP Policy Digest [PDF] >





	Entrepreneurial Ecosystems [PDF] >





	Examining the Connections Within the Startup Ecosystem [PDF] >





	Finance Policy Digest [PDF] >





	Government Guideline Report [PDF] >





	Inc Geography [PDF] >





	Incentives Policy Digest [PDF] >





	Indianapolis Ecosystem [PDF] >





	Kauffman Index Metro [PDF] >





	Kauffman Index National [PDF] >





	Kauffman Index State [PDF] >





	Mayors Conference Program [PDF] >





	Measuring an Entrepreneurial Ecosystem [PDF] >





	Young Firms Policy Digest [PDF] >








Download the 2015 agenda [PDF]









	
					
				OCtober 15-16, 2014			

							
				Making an Entrepreneurial City			

				
			
											

		

	










Louisville, Kentucky | Hosted by Mayor Greg Fischer





As more and more Americans have access to both the technologies to build things and the networks to learn new skills, creativity is being channeled into new business ventures, economically benefitting both the maker-entrepreneur and others in the community. Not only that, but the Maker Movement has the potential to transform manufacturing and thereby American cities.





2014 Resources







	MakerMapKC Promo Card [PDF] >





	Global Entrepreneurship Week 2014 Overview [PDF] >





	Manufacturing Alliance of Communities >





	Examining the Connections within the Startup Ecosystem: A Case Study of St. Louis [PDF] >





	Maker Mayors Action Report [PDF] >





	The Ascent of America’s High-Growth Companies: An Analysis of the Geography of Entrepreneurship [PDF] >





	Path-Dependent Startup Hubs – Comparing Metropolitan Performance: High-Tech and ICT Startup Density >





	Infographic: Kauffman Index of Entrepreneurial Activity, 1996-2013 >





	Why Your Library May Soon Have Laser Cutters and 3-D Printers >








Download the 2014 agenda [PDF]









	
					
				November 30, 2013			

							
				Explore the Possibilities for Your City			

				
			
											

		

	










Kansas City, Missouri | Hosted by Mayor Sly James





At the inaugural Mayors Conference on Entrepreneurship, mayors and entrepreneurship experts joined together to share insights about promoting startup activity and discuss ways to encourage higher levels of entrepreneurship in cities across the country. The program offered education, discussion, and engagement regarding entrepreneurship policy, implementation, and sharing of ideas.





2013 Resources







	Watch the Livestream >








Download the 2013 agenda [PDF]










			
							
		

			


	

	
			
		

	
	
			
			
				
					
						Stay Connected

						Sign up for our best content straight to your inbox, and join the conversation on our social channels.
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